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MEMOIR OF MR. WILLIAM SMITH, 

HARLEQUIN. 
Tue subject of this notice was born on the 
[st of Februry, 1824, in Southampton 
Street, Pentonville. His father was a cap- 
tain in the army, and died while our hero 
aie : : 

was a mere child. Having acquired a 
liberal education, master William was placed 
in a lawyer’s office, and subsequently in that 
of a house azent’s, evincing in both capa- 
cities a strong passion for the stage. More 
than once has he been discovered wielding 
the quill and * doing” an imaginary com- 
bat! He now became known to Mr. John 
Hatton, of Drury Lane Theatre, through 
whose influence his curiosity was appeased, 
by obtaining an insight of that recepticle 
for “‘cob-webs,” familiarly called “ behind 
the scenes.” On the production of Har- 
lequin Jack Sheppard at “Old Drury,” 
under Hammond's management, our hero 
“assisted ’’ in the ‘‘comic business,” ten- 
dering his services gratuitously; and having 
formed an acquaintance with Mr. Austin, 
dancing master of Covent garden Theatre, 
he received instructions from that gentle- 
man in the terpsichorean art. The com- 
mencement of Mr. Smith's “ professional” 
career may be dated from about 1842, 
being engaged at that period for “utility,” 
at the City of London Theatre, when in 
the hands of Messrs. Cockerton and Dunn. 
Here he exhibited no ordinary degree of 
talent; and such was his efficiency in de- 
lineating the “poetry of motion,” that a 
recommendation to Mr. Rouse secured for 
him the position of ‘second principle 
dancer” at the Grecian Saloon. With the 
patrons of the Eagle he was an immense 
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favourite; but owing to some disagreement, 
with him and the management, he r:pidly 
made his exit from that establishment, and 
engaged with Mr. S. Lane to appear as 
Harliequin at the Britannia Saloon in the 
pantomime of 1843-4, called J/a rlequin 
Giant Frost. Since then Mr. Smith has 
assumed the motley garb in each successive 
Christmas piece; and up to the present 
day, (if we except a short relapse in the 
the spring of 1848), his talents have been 
confined to the regions of Hoxton. The 
relapse spoken of was owing to his having 
joined the Strand Theatre when the English 
Opera troupe took possession of the house. 
While here, he took an opposite idea to the 
well known line, 
‘* What's in a name ?” 

and publicly announced himself as “ M. 
Smipt!” He was, however, eminenetly 
successful in the production of several 
ballets, and left the theatre no more the 
richer man than when he entered it. 

It only remains for us now to sum up 
Mr. Smith’s abilities. As a dancer, he 
stands inferior to but few Englishmen in 
the profession. His ‘elevation’’ is good, 
and in executing the various pas he ex- 
hibits a degree of finesse resulting alone 
frum close adherance to the “line” he has 
adopted. His Harlequin is next to none— 
constituting, as it does, a delightful com- 
bination of tumbling, posturing, and danc- 
ing. In “low comedy” parts he is seen to 
considerable advantage; indeed, he has 
been told by competent judges that his 
forte decidedly lies in that quarter. Mr. 
Smith is of the middle height, and much 
respected both in public and private society. 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES 


SADLER’S WELLS. 


there is no company in the metropolis where 
the cast of characters can be filled up so well, 
or to greater advantage. Mr. Marston, as 
Mrs. Lovell’s play of Jngomar has been | Beauseant, threw a new light upon the 
repeated four times since our last notice ; | character altogether; Hoskins, as Glavis, 
on each succeeding performance the house | was exceedingly amusing; Barrett, as Col. 
has added to its numbers. The play goes | Damas, was a second Bartly, in point of 
off with increased effect, and Mr. Phelps is | humour ; Graham, as Gaspar, was all that 
much improved in the character of Ingomar | would be wished for; and Mellon, as the 
since the first representation ; indeed, the | Merchant Father, played with feeling and 
acting throughout is decidedly better, and | judgement. The female characters were 
the beautiful seenery is exhibited with | above all praise—Miss F. Vining played 
proper light thrown upon it, which gives | Pauline beautifully, and entered into the 
increased effect. It is hardly fair to give a | feelings of the wronged lady with consider- 
decided opinion on the first representation | able energy and pathos ; Mrs. Marston, as 
of a play like this, where so much is re- | Madame Deschapple, is a host in herself in 
quired in the various appointments, but we such characters—she is beyond criticism ; 
may fairly add, that nothing has been the Widow Melnotte found a most truthful 
spared to make the play complete in all its representative in Mrs. Graham. Tremen- 
bearings, and we have no doubt the fair dous cheering took place at the fall of the 
authoress is perfectly satisfied with the re- curtain. 
sults, for no doubt it will have a long run. 


MARYLEBONE. 
a i ‘ ee ee a " -s 2 
On Friday and Saturday, Bulwer s play of Mr. E. T. Smith continues untiring in 
the Lady of Lyons was performed to ex- | 


: : - | his exertions to meet the public approval 

~~ > | - ; ge te 

cellent houses. \ The introduction of this in which exertions he is ably seconded by 
play has oe Mr. F. Robinson sn oppor- | }.:, active and clever director Mr. George 
tunity of shewing his ability as an actor ; Wild Cue fClech on The Weel Eeamee 
it is a part exactly suited to him—he looked |). been revived with considerable splendor 


1e characters admirably in every stage— | sigs : : 
Gee = any i | very stage— | and in this drama a giant of colossal size 
from the peasant to the prince, from the 


: , bs ; |appears to the great astonishment and 
ape “ a ar saa Se | admiration of the ‘‘ West-enders.” The 
1as quite realised our anticipation as to his 
iliediein to make an yon of high | theatre is thronged nightly. 
standing at no distant period: and when STANDARD. 
we assert this, it is not our own individual | Bulwer’s popular play of The Lady of 
opinion, but it is the opinion of one of the | _ Lyons has been acted here with signal suc- 
most enlightened audiences that this theatre | cess, a new distribution of parts (varied 
ever had within its walls. We noticed a | nightly) gives a great degree of novelty to 
great number of literary gentlemen upon | the performance | and elicits thunders of 

















this occ asion, many of the first judges of | applause. 


the day, and there was but one universal 

opinion prevailed as to this actor’s genius 
and ability. It is no mean compliment to 
be called for four times during the per- 
formance of the play, befure such an audi- 
ence; and we congratulate Mr. Robinson 
upon his success, and hope he will have the 
good sense to appreciate it in the right way, 
and to stimulate him to further study and 
diligence in a profession which he bids fair 
to be one of its brightest ornaments, con- 
sidering his youth. Nor must our praise 
end here, as regards the acting of this play 
at the Sadler's Wells, for, take it as a whole, 





The Pauline of Mrs. R. Honner 
is a truly charming performance and may 
fairly be ranked amongst the very best 
impersonations of this beautiful creation of 
the poet’s mind. Indeed the whole play is 
extremely well acted and reflects great 
credit upon the spirited manager. We hear 
that Mrs. Lovell’s play of /ngomar is in 
rehearsal, this plainly evidences the activity 
which Mr. Douglass is resolved to display 
in catering for the public taste and approval. 
The Bloomers continue to excite shouts of 
laughter, and the whole of the entertain- 
ments are well selected, give the highest 
satisfaction. 
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GOUGH STREET. 


The entertainments at this amateur theatre | 
on Monday last were the Merchant of | 
Venice, the first act of Hamlet, and Charles | 
IT, a tolerable dose for one evening. We) 
cannot attempt to scrutinise the efforts of | 
each character, therefore must content our- | 
selves by noticing the most prominent. 
Mr. A. Kent was the Shylock of the even- | 
ing, and to say he came up to the mark is | 
more than we can consistently say; he) 
having a particular measured style, with | 
little variation of intonation, and without 
the least alteration in his features, whether | 
having to depict rage, grief, or surprise ; 
however, he was correct in the text, a great 
matter in an amateur, and if his acting did 
not come up to our wishes, he did nothing 
to offend: he lacked energy and feeling, 
two essential ingredients in a character like 
Shylock. Mr. Gregg, as Antonio, was 
very good; he played the part with much 
intelligence. Mr. Sydney, was a tame lover, 
but he mended in the last act. The part of 
Lorenzo was played by Mr. Carr for 
the first two acts, then Mr. Reeve put 
on the garb and finished the character 
very incorrectly. Launcelot Gobbo was 
rendered by Mr. Henry Shade with many 
shades of comic humour. Mr. Clark’s 
Tubal was very soso; and Mr, Goodwin’s 
Duke was inaudible, which we regret, as he 
is an intelligent amateur. Mr. Warde, as 
Gratiano, should not be forgot, it was a 
creditable effort. The ladies bore off the 
palm in the play; Miss Neville, as Portia, 
had a good conception of the character, 
but in the love scenes she had a disagree- 
able drawl; in the trial scene she was much 
better, and was worthy of approbation. 
Nerissa was nicely played by Miss Herbert, 
who has a pleasing voice. The first act of 
Hamlet came next; Mr. C. Parke looked 
the part very well, but it is another part to 
read it as to ought be. Mr. R. Wilson, 
as Polonius, was hard, but his elocution was 
tolerably good; and Miss Baber, as Ophelia, 
only wanted more confidence to give due 
effect. 


THEATRICAL 


SOHO THEATRE. 
Of all the amateure performances that 
come under our notice, and they are many, 
there are none which we feel greater 








pleasure in noticing than at this theatre, the 
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performances being generally of a superior 
character to those usually our lot to notice. 
We attribute this principally to the great 
care and diligence put in practice by Mr. 
Gilbert, the manager. On Tuesday the 
tragedy of Othello and the comedy of The 
Honey Moon, were performed for the benefit 
of Mr. Freeman, to a crowded and highly 
respectable audience. Mr. E. Lewis as 
Othello displayed artistical judgment both 
in his readings and acting, and was much ap- 
plauded in the third act and at the fall of the 
curtain, as was Mr. Godfrey in lago, who 
was loudly applauded on his excit. Mr. 
Grantham’s Cassio was only tolerable, he 
made all the scenes so much alike. The 
readings of Mr, Beauchamp was funny 
indeed, the less we say the better. Miss 
Jane Montague displayed grace, feeling, 
and lady-like deportment as Desdemona, 
and the Emily of Miss Perrey was excel- 
lent, what a pity this young lady has not 
more power. In The Honey Moon the 
only character worthy of mention was the 
Jaques of Mr. E. Weston, who created 
great laughter by his broad comic humour. 
Mr. Smith, as the Count, certainly gave a 
gentlemanly bearing to the character and 
the play altogether was got through very 
well. We ought to notice that refreshments 
may be had in the saloon good and reason- 
able. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 

A. B.—If you apply to Mr. Gilbert, of the 
Soho Theatre, he will give you every parti- 
cular as to terms, &c., for an amateur society, 
any evening from 7 till 10 o’clock. 


G. G.—We cannot insert the letter unless it is 
authenticated by real name and addiess. 


S. Bowman.—We are really munch flattered by 
his remarks—we shall continue the same line 
of conduct. 


M. S.—Young amateurs generally try the most 
difficult characters first ; it is quite a mistake, 
go on by degrees. 


W. W.—Is thanked—we are obliged by his 
communication, 


C, B.—After looking over an immense file of 
papers, we have been able to find the M.S. 
alluded to, which shall have a place in our 
next. 


W. Sims.—The Soho is to be had on very rea- 
sonable terms, see the advertisment in our 
{ .columns, 
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She Sheatvical Kowal, | 
OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 
WEDNESDAY, NOV, 5, 1851. | 
—_—_—— | 

MISS CHRISTINA DAWSON. | 

This young lady is the offspring of very | 
poor but honest parents; she was born in | 
Glasgow, and frequently, for the want of | 
better employment when a mere child, sung 
ballads in the streets, which enabled her to 
purchase a few necessary articles for her- 
self, and add in a small degree to the com- 
forts of her parents. Her voice had such 
charms about it, being of a soft and melo- 
dious description, that a/] who heard her 
became delighted. Onone cecasion, when 
singing in the streets, a gentleman amateur 
hearing her, took her to a_ celebrated 
musician, and upon ascertaining the beauti- 
ful quality of her voice, persuaded her to 
take lessons in music, which she readily 
consented to do. About twelve months 
azo, and almost simultaneous with the pub- 
lication of the really interesting and ro- 
mantic story of her life, she made her debut 
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ment which a more limited circle had 
previously passed on her vocal powers. 
The principle object of these appearances 
having been to realise the necessary funds 
to enable her to prosecute her studies, and 
that object having been most satisfactorily 
attained, she has since that period been 
under the tuition of perhaps the most emi- 
nent master of his art—Signor Garcia— 
the teacher of Jenny Lind, Sontag, Viardot’ 
Garcia, Catherine Hayes, &e. We have 
reason to know that her improvement and 
progress have been equal to the most san- 


| guine expectations of her friends. 


This young vocolist sung at a concert, 
given by Messrs. Wood, on Friday last at 
Aberdeen, the performance went off admir- 
ably. Miss Dawson’s fine voige seemed to 
produce quite a sensation, She was encored 
in every piece, and, good-naturedly, gave 
an additional song each time she was called 
back. Such decided success will, we trust, 
be an inducement to the Messrs. Wood to 
get up a series of first-class cnncerts during 
the winter; the materiel for which they 
will, probably, be able to secure the readier 
‘from the arrangements making for the 
season in Edinburgh. This was the best 
concert that has been given in Aberdeen 
for years. 





in Liverpool ; where, according to the press, | 


her reception was exceedingly enthusiastic, 
and “the fullness, purity, and brilliancy of 
her voice, and her taseteful and impressive 
manner, delighted and fascinated her audi- 
ence.” She afterwards appeared, with even 
greater success, if possible, in Glasgow, 
where we learn from the papers of that 
date, ‘‘except upon the rare occasion of a 
visit from a Lind or a Sontag, had not been 
equalled, whether in point of numbers, 
respeta'ility, or fashion, in that city. In 
fact, a'l classes were represented—from the 
man of wealth and influence, to the humble 
mechanic, who willingly spent his shilling, 
to hear one of whom he had reason to be- 
lieve Glasgow would yet be proud.” And 
her success, even at that early stage of her 
musical education, was such as fully to 
warrant the expectation. In the operatic 
selections, as in the English and Scotch 
ballads introduced by her, her triumph was 
secured; and it was evident that her audi- 
ences most unmistakeably ratified the judge- 


ISLINGTON ELOCUTION SOCIETY. 
On Wednesday evening, the 29th, we 
| attended the fourth public meeting of this 
| Society, held at the Birkbeck School. The 
| proceedings of the evening commenced by 
|a reading from Hamlet, by Mr. Henry 
Tyrrell, which was given with that gentle- 
| man’s usu alability. Mr. Bartlett (the well 
| known reciter) gave an original recitation, 
| by himself, entitled the Death Struggle, with 
| great dramatic power. Mr. Wells and Mr. 
A. Richards, distinguished themselves in 
the recitations of The Prison Scene of In- 
gurtha, and Ebenezer Tomkins—the latter 
gentleman was at the conclusion of 
his recitation called on to receive the 
unanimous applause of his audience. Mr. 
Tyrrell recited the Morce of Love, and was 
rewarded with acall. The first part con- 
cluded with a dramatic sketch, entitled 
Private Practice—we would suggest to the 
gentleman who attempted the part of Mr. 
Middleton, the next time he undertakes a 
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in the words, before putting his name down 

for it, as on this occasion he completely | 
spoiled the effect of the piece; the other 

gentleman acquitted themselves very fairly. 

In the second part, Mr. Bartlett proved his 

versatility by reciting a comic piece (quite 

the antipode of ‘The Death Struggle”), 

entitled The Humours of a Country Fair, in 
which his admirable acting completely took 
the audience by-storm. The room in which 
the entertainment took place was so crowded 
as to be positively uncomfortable; this 
should not be. 





MINNA.—A Sketch from Life. 


Some time ago we gave a sketch of 
Brenda Morton, and now offer a companion 
etching of Minna Lee. 

A clear brain, a brave ‘heart, and a soul 
where the impress of a diviner hand than 
that of man is vis.ble, exalt Minna above 
ordinary girls. : 

The charm of her manner consists in 
its perfect candour. Her honest guile- 
less face seems to invite inspection of the 
heart of which it is so eloquent. She does 
not often speak, but she observes shrewdly 
and quickly. Minna is related to Brenda, 
and it is not often that they separate. Her 
love is deep, and she is not like the herd of 
young ladies who are always making des- 
perate friendships, which endure about a 
fortnight. 

She has not the least spice of coquetry 
in her composition; she is joyous, feminine, 
and full of the most exuberant spirits, 
which rarely fai). 

Minna Lee never tries to take the lead 
in company, like some ladies we could men- 

tion, who cannot bear to fall into the ranks, 
but must always be attitudinising or do- 
ing something to attract the attention 
of the company. The mens conscia 
recti suffices to itself, and covets not the 
world’s favour. But when you talk to her, 
how much of “ bright, clear-eyed intelli- 
gence,” how much of sparkling observation 
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we are not certain if Shakespere had known 
her, whether her character, in the alembic 
of his genius, would not have come forth 
as bright and glowing as others of his mar- 
vellous creations. 

Minna Lee is not disposed to look on the 
dark side of things, and never sentiment- 
alises when her heart is touched. Few who 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death but sicken and despond. Those who 
think and feel much rarely escape their 
doubts and misgivings. Such women as 
Minna seem sent to 

** Make us sure 
The heaven that made them must be pure ” 

She wears no veil over her spirit, and 
every passing emotion is mirrored in her 
ingenious looks. Go on sweet Minna! 
speak ever with “thy noble, natural voice ;” 
go on thy way with the same strong faith, 
the same charity, kindness, and fervour ; 
and help to make us better and more happy! 
M. A. Le 


CODD Oe 


PROVINCIAL. 

DeptFoRD THEATRE.— This little theatre, un 
der the managemet of Mr. G, Neville, has been 
doing very. good business during the last month. 
The company is a good working one, and com- 
prises many really clever actors. A Mr. Henry 
Shade has been exciting the laughter of very 
crowded audiences in several characters, more 
especially those of Jucob Earwig, (Boots at) the 
Swan), Alley Crouker, (Dream at Sea), Hector 
Timid, (Dead Shot), and Box, (Box and Cox), 
He is a very clever comedian, and bids fair at no 
distant period to become a most powerful rivat 
to many an actor of ability in the same line, 
His Jacob Earwig, in fact, is the best we have 
seen for some time; whilst in The Dream at 
Sea, as Alley Croaker, he made a perfect hit, and 
caused shouts of laughter every time he made 
his appearance. Miss C, Neville, the man- 
ager’s dauglter, is a very clever young lady, 
and is much admired by the andience. We 
heartily wish the enterprising manager every 
success, 
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MAncHESTER.—THEATRE ROVAL.— ENGLISH 
Orpera.—Since our last Don Juan has 
been played nightly to but poor houses ; it is well 
put on the stage, and very well performed by 


and distinct insight into character you find | Madame Oswald, Miss R. Isaacs, Miss S. Ken- 


in her, 


neth, W. Whitworth, Herr Stigelli, Signor Gre- 





Women are more happy in repartee than gorio, M. Delavanti, and Mr. Summers, .M. 
men, for the most part; and Miss Lee is Delavanti is, on the whole, very good as Lepo- 


quick even amongst the quick-witted. A 


rello, though in the churchyard scene he 
burlesqued his fears—we hope he will take the 





little more would make her a Beatrice ; ahd | hint. We need tit say much of Mr. Whithorth’s 
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performance, as he is well’ known as a very 
finished actor and singer. Miss Isaac’s played 
her part admirably—so also did Mr. Summer’s, 
who in some of the scenes was very good indeed, 
The, band, under the “conductorship of Mr, 
Loder, and the leadership of onr talented friend, 
Mr. Seymour, is decidedly the finest in the 
provinces, Mr. Allen, the tenor, is to be added 
to the company, which we expect will be a 
great‘attraction. 


Queen’s THEATRE.—This theatre is closed 
for atime, and may we be allowed to suggest 
that it would be to the comfort of the fre- 
quenters if before the next season commences 
it were to undergo a few repairs and that the 
decorations be renewed, the boxes also are very 
uncomfortable, these things we think might be 
altered at a little expense and are certainly very 
much wanted. 


Mecnanic’s Institution Concerts.—We 
are sorry to say that these delightful concerts 
are not supported as they deserve, the directors 


season promises to be an excellent one for the 
manager, 

EvINBURGH.—THEATRE RoyAL.—We learn 
that the company connected with this establish- 
ment are summoned for rehearsal on the 15th of 
November, preparatory to its being opened a 
day or two afterwards. In addition to the names 
already pullished, Miss Fanny Vining, from 
Drury Lane, has been engaged as leading actress, 
aud will make her first appearance in one of her 
most populnr characters. Miss Nelson from 
Drury Lane, and Miss Arden, from the Lyceum, 
have also been added to the stock company ; so 
that, with the orchestra angmented to twenty, 
instead of thirteen, Mr. Lloyd will be able to 
produce some of the most celebrated operettas, 
&c., in a very creditable style. 


AvELPHI THEATRE.—The Bateman children 
opened here on Tuesday last, and have since 
appeared in a variety of characters, ranging 
from comedy to farce. A local paper says— 
*©Of the two children—Kate, who is stated to 
be eight years old, and Ellen, who is said to be 

















have gone to considerable expense to secure | Oly six—if we are to institute a comparison of 
high class talent and music, but the members ability, we must give the palm to the younger. 
and the’ public do not avail themselves.gOn | This young lady is, in fact, as good a model of 
Saturday evening last we had a capital pro- | 4 Comedian as it is possible to imagine—not a 
gramme, the vocalists were Mrs. John Wood, | ™ere imitation of acting only, but, as far as 
Mrs. BrookeJMr. J. Cooper, and M. W. Pigot. | appears from the style and spirit with which 
Instrumentalists, Violin, Mous. Baetens ; Piano- 


| she delivers and gives expression to the feeling 
forte, Mr. Chautry ; Conductor, Mr. Conan, | of the part, an intelligent and experienced per- 
Mrs. Brooke sang The Slure very chasely and | former, Kate is also very clever, but there is 


gained an*encore. «Mr. Pigot gained immense | an appearance of tutoring about her which is 
applause in the ballad, Wanted eight, ten, or | not seen in Ellen, at least in the parts we have 
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twelve thousand pounds, he of course was encored. | S°&" them in. 
Mr. Chantry also enraptured the audience by 
his exquisite performance on the pianoforte, his 
execntion is perfection itself, we hope to see 
him often at these concerts and we should re- 
commend those who have not yet availed them- 
selves of these delightful’evenings entertainment 
to lose no time in doing so, 


NorTH AND SOuTH SHIELDs,—These theatres 
opened on Monday with the play of the Hunch 
buck, The Tipperary Legacy, and Did you ever 
send your Wise to Camberwell? The same was 
performed at; South Siields, on Tuesday. A 
Mr. Leander Melville, the leading tragedian, 
deserves much praise; he has a tine voice and 
deportment, and is a great favourite here, On 
Thursday, Mr. Robert Roxby, of the Lyceum, 
performed Sir Charles Coldstream, in Used Up, 
and was very warmly applauded = Mr. Harry 
Beverly and Mr. Sam Roxby still continues 
favourites On Friday the farce of Venice Pre- 
served, Tipperary Legucy, aud the drama of the 
Broken Sword was the bill of fare provided ; and 
we cannot too highly praise the excellent acting 
of Miss M. Reynolds, as the dumb boy Myrilllo. 

Mr. F. Calhaen, the nigger singer, is,a first- 
rate hand, and is in great favour here. The 


GLAsGow—THEATRE ROYAL, opened under 
the active and practised management of Mr, 
| Simpson, on Tuesday, in last week. The house 
has been crowded nightly, and the new manage- 
ment and company afford an nniversal feeling of 
satisfaction. 

Pasto Fanque’s Cirque Roya, — This 
splendid establishment continues to be extremely 
well attended. The manner in which the stage 
entertainments are arranged and produced by 
W. D. Broadfoot merits praise. 

ABERDEEN.—THEATRE RovyAL.—Lessee Mr, 
Pollock.—This house opened on Saturday with 
a ‘good company, amongst which we find the 
following names :—Messrs. W. Shelly, H. J. 
Harald, M. Farren, Delafield, P. Vaughn, Ham- 
blin, Allen, Smythson, and Mesdames F, Hast- 
ings, Bullen, Bronsdrop, Blacarris, Rider, 
Bullen, Smythson, &c. 

Co.cnester —Charming operas and laugh- 
able farces have been the order of the day 
since our last. Mr, and Mrs. Donald King have 
appeared with great eclat. Mr. T. E. Mills’ 
system of management is highly approved of. 





very well attended ever sinee Mr. G. Moreland 


BristoL.—St, PHittp’s.—The house has been, , 
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has exercised his professional skill in its manage- 
ment. Sexeral nights last week this popular 
theatre was really crammed. 





OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 

PorRTRAIT OF Henry Betty.—Drawn on 
Stone by William Child.—A_ fine lithographic 
portrait of this successful young tragedian has 
just appeared, which will gratify his many ad- 
mirers, while it illustrates our dramatic history. 
Mr. H. Betty is one of the few supporters of 
the true drama, devoting his studies, persever- 
ingly and trustingly, to the works of the great 
poet of all time, and kindred spirits; and there 
surely will come a time when the attraction of 
Shakespere will again be universal in England, 
and when the true artiste will obtain his reward, 
The likeness in the portrait before us is very 
good, as also the pencilling and general effect 
of the picture. 


MADAME SonTAG.—This talented vocalist is 
at present at Frankfort, where she was to make 
her debut on Monday last, October 27, in La 
Sonnambula. The prices of admission were to 
be considerably augmented on the occasion, 

MEYERBEFR.—This talented composer, whose 
illness we have noticed, was so far improved in 
health as to be able to leave Paris last week. 
He proceeds to Berlin direct. 

THe FRANconr TROUPE, with young Hernan- 
dez, continue to attract at the Pavilicn, 
Brighton. 

Mr. WARDELL has entered into an agreement 
with the trustees of Vauxhall Gardens, and has 
secured the “‘ royal property ’’ for the next two 
years, ‘ 

Mr. Netson Ler is writing and preparing 
the pantomime for the Theatre Royal Drury 
Lane. 

Miss Giyn gavea reading of King John toa 
very numerous audience in the lecture room of 
the Whittington Club on Thursday evening last. 


Mrs, FitzwittiAm and Mr. Buckstone have 

been re-engaged at the Amphitheatre, Liverpool, 
_ the Haymarket not opening so soon as was in- 
tended. 

Mr. ann Mrs, Stms REEves make their ap- 
pearance at the Birmingham Theatre early in 
the present month. 

Mrs. Mowatt has been drawing fine houses, 
and gaining a deal of merited applause, at the 
Chesnut-street Theatre, Philadelphia. 


Jenny Linp denies that she intends to sing 
in opera in New York. She states that she has 
left the stage for ever. 


We may expect great changes in the theatrical 
world between this and the forthcoming season. 
The Keans ano the Keeleys dissolve partnership ; 


will again embark their capital at another house 
in the metropolis, Mr. Bourcicault is writing a 
new comedy for them, Mr. Alfred Wigan is to 
be the new stage-manager. Paris is very gay, 
and among the present visitors are to be seen 
Mr. and Mrs, Keeley, Wigan, Webster, and 
several others of the theatrical profession. Mr. 
Lumley, of her Majesty’s Theatie, has taken a 
gentleman well known in the theatrical world as 
an excellent manager of the pecuniary depart- 
ment into partnership, and he is busily engaged 
with him in Paris at the present time. We also 
learn that he has entered into several important 
engagements with most eminent artistes, who 
have astonished the Russian and Prussian 
capitals, but who have not yet made their debut 
in this metropolis, One of them, report says, 
will be a second Jenny Lind. 


MADLLE. NORMANI.—This lady, who has been 
singing with much success on the continent 
it is said she is likely to appear at Drury 
Lane. 


Mr. Wricnt appeared at Birmingham on 
Monday in The School for Tigers and the Wreck 
Ashoe, and met with a most enthusiastic recep- 
tion from a crowded house ; he will play at Shef- 
field on his provincial tour, and other principal 
cities and towns in the north. 





TO WILLIAM HENRY WEST BETTY. 


Is the young Roscins of the golden day, 

When Kemble, Siddons, and the rest were all 

Shining in lustre so majestical, 

Grieving for glories that are pass’d away ? 

Is there no hope the Drama may revive, 

And shouting multitudes admiring hail 

Another Roscius? How can genius fail 

When ’tis its sun that makes the world alive ? 

Thon in thy boyhood did’st indeed attain 

A great renown, which hardly now is pale, 

And in thy son may even still remain ; 

As when the orb of day is going down, 

The bright fair moon begin its evening reign, 

And in that radiance wear its parent’s crown, 
A PLAYGOER, 


HUMAN TIES. 


Human ties are dear and holy, 
When not evil in their source, 

But the thought is melancholy, 
(Though we cannot feel remorse), 

That the beautifui we cherish 

Must so soon for ever perish. 


Human things are gentle blossoms 
Fallen from a sky above— 

Let us press them to our bosoms 
All in gratitude and love. 

O! the flower has odour given, 














and Mr, Keeley with his old partner, Mr. Strutt, 


To remind of flowers in heaven! 
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M. Juiiten’s Concerts will commence on 
the 10th for one, month and will conclude with 
a grand bal masque, 


Stranp.—Mr. Tilbury’s new farce is entitled 
Counter Attraction; or, Strolli:g and Stratagems. 
It will be produced in atew days, The prin- 
cipal character has been written for Mr. John 
Reeve, 


Giascow.—This theatre opened on the 28th, 
under the management of Mr. Simpson, the 
lessee of the Birmingham Theatre. Mr. G. V. 
Brooke plays his farewell engagement at Glas- 
gow previous to his departure for the United 
States. 


Mr Hackett, the comedian, is in New York» 
but purposes to return shortly to London to 
finish a highly-suecessful engagement at the 
Haymarket Theatre. 


THE THREE CHILDREN. 


One gone to heaven, and three remain! 
One sleeping in ethereal skies, 

And three still lett to rise and rise, 
Till all ** go home”’ to God again. 


The first, a fairy wild and bright, 
Saying strange things and beantiful— 
With fancy quaint, and ever full 

Of dreams, of shadows, of delight, 


The second, with her Saxon face 
Shining like morn—her mothers look ! 
Read tenderly in that sweet book, 
There love, the ever lovely trace. 


And then my boy, my noble boy! 
Thou art not born to weep and die, 
But rather to live royally 

In the eternal spirits’ joy. 


Bright be your passage to the end, 
Sate be your landing on the shore 
On which the host of heav’n adore, 
And God for ever be your friend ! 





A LOVE SONNET. 


Thrice have I loved since I beheld thee first, 

As many years have withered; and again 

My heart would open, even if ’tis vain, 

To the fond vision it so long has nurs’d. 

I love thee tenderly! The heart and mind 

Would love, and not alone the earthly sense : 

J have been ering, ignorant, and blind; 

But now thou art a woman, and I see 

Kind and deep feelings, earnest and intense, 

Bright, joyous maiden of my sonl! in thee 

I love, esteem, and almost :everence-- 

Although thou art a very child to me. 

Give me that heart, and. I will try to break 

The chains of earth, sweet light! for thy dear 
sake, M. L. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 





SOHO THE ATRE, (late Miss Kelly ’s) 73, 
Dean Street, Soho. The above elegant Theatre 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, 
for public or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, &c. Charge for 
concert (including gas) £5. Mr. Gilbert pre- 
pares pupiis for the stage, comprising instruc- 
tion in the grammar of the stage, elocution, the 
use of the foils and broad sword, the art of 
“making up” the face for character, the 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with 
absolute practice of acting on the stage, the 
method of precuring an engagement, aud all 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from 
being subject to the usual annoyances and 
impositions. Instruction given in the stage 
business of a single character, Benefits got up 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
reduced charges and a company found if 
required. The office is open every evening 
where casts of pieces may be seen and every 
nformation -iitia by CnaAr.es G, GILBERT. 

MADAME TUSSAUD and SONS present 
their grateful thanks for the patronage their 
exhibition is receiving from visitors of all 
nations, who honour them by concurring with 
the opinion of the Times, ‘*'That this is one of 
the best exhibitions in the metropolis.”’ Hal of 
Kings and Picture Gallery, }s.; Napoleon Room 
and Chamber of Horrors, 6d.—Open from ten 
in the morning till half-past ten at night.— 
BAZAAR, Baker-street, Portman-square. 











CASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOL- 
BORN, OPEN EVERY EVENING, During 
the reces$ this favourite place of public resort 
has been gorgeously re-decorated throughout, 
The ball room, by far the largest and best 
ventilated in London, accommodates 3,000 
persons, The band, composed of the best 
artistes, and which gave such universal satistac- 
tion last season, has been re-engaged, with 
additions, under the direction of Mr. W. M, 
Wacker, The ball room will be under the super- 
intendence of Messrs. Giovannelli and Wood. 
The smoking divan and balconies, newly deco- 
rated and arranged, command a complete view 
of the ball room. Admission Is. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ...........+s00.+++0 One Shilling. 
Six Months ...... Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months.....,. - Four Shillings. 


Published ny Welakséay aneneen at 4 o'clock for 
the Proprietor, by S. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street, to be had 
of Vickers, Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane ; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Scales, 195, Shcreditch; and all 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 


Manchovist J. ot babe 170, Deans rae pr ak ge pong 
) Pratt, 82, Digbs: J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place 
Liverpool. ‘Eo be had by order in any ‘of the Provinets! 
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